Wheelchair Rugby Program

2013


This year the rugby program had lots going on, First we hired a new coach for the provincial team (Clayton Carrier)  and we also hired Leon Farthing who ran and directed the recreation program The Winnipeg Wheelchair Rugby club purchased a trailer to haul the chairs and equipment to tournaments, school demo's, working with BTG and with the Murderball Classic this year.


Bill Funk was nominated for volunteer award through sports Manitoba and CWSA 2012 volunteer of the year award and he won this award, the rugby guys would like to thank Bill for all his hard work over the years of volunteering.


Jared Funk member of the National Wheelchair Rugby Team, won silver at the 2012 Paralympic games in London, great job and congratulation on your silver medal!


Ian Crowe was named as alternate on the National Rugby Team.


The provincial team started the year in October, practising at the Duckworth centre on Mondays and Thursdays from 9:30 to 11:00 pm, and the rec program ran on Saturday mornings from 9-11 am


We practised hard for the first month before going to our first tournament in Saskatoon, the team did very well by winning the tournament. Great job guys!


During the month of November the rugby club sold Grey Cup pool tickets in the malls and raised over $1600 dollars for the program.


The next tournament the team participated in, was the Edmonton's tournament in January, we played hard but came up short and finished 3rd in the tournament.


The team continued to practice hard,with Clayton learning the game,  through the month of February until our tournament, The Murderball Classic.


Before the classic started this year we hosted the national prospect camp  and players from across Canada attended, with the nationals coach running the camp, the players who attended the camp learned a lot and used the skills learned, at the tournament. This year at the Murderball Classic  we hosted a officials clinic and it resulted in 3 new wheelchair rugby officials in Winnipeg, 


This year's tournament we had 5 teams. The Manitoba team placed 3rd.All the games that the  Manitoba team played, they played hard and all the games were within 2-3points. Over all the tournament  was a great success, the guys on the team would like to thank Angela and Ryan for all their hard work. Great Job!


The team continued to practice and were able to practice earlier on Tuesdays and some new players came out ( Sean Rand and Jeremy Litke) they are very interested in coming for out next season. Being able to practice earlier allowed the newer injuries to come out and try wheelchair rugby, we hope to continue this next year.


Team Manitoba travelled to Nationals in Calgary this year which was in May, the team picked  up a player (Duncan Campbell)  to help the team with their line up, with Duncan in the line up we were able to make more line up combinations which allowed us to be more competitive. In the round robin, the team  placed second and went on to play in the gold metal match and played Saskatchewan, which they proved to be too strong and team Manitoba finished second in division 11.


Clayton Carriere- His goal for next season is to become a certified Wheelchair Rugby coach. MWSA has secured funding through Coaching Manitoba to assist Clayton with attaining his goal.


Duncan Campbell from Canadian Wheelchair Sports Association was in Winnipeg on June 11, 2013.  Duncan, MWSA staff and parties involved with wheelchair rugby met to discuss planning for next season as well as long term goals.


This September the Winnipeg Wheelchair Rugby program will be offering a weekend clinic on the basic skills, rules and plays of wheelchair rugby, the team will be working hard on recruiting new athletes/participants to the rugby program.


The rugby program also plans to host a bud, spud, and steak fundraiser and sell Grey Cup Pool tickets in the mall starting in October.


Winnipeg Wheelchair Rugby Club would like to thank Podium Club/CWSA for providing the association with funding.  The Podium Club grant received assisted with costs related to training environment, tournament travel, officiating, recruitment, and tournament hosting.


The Rugby Club would like to thank Angela, Ryan,Clayton and Leon for their commitment and hard work this season, with out you we would not have a strong rugby program like we have today. Looking forwards to next year!

Vice President/ President

Winnipeg Wheelchair Club;

Jared Funk/ Arin Smith

